Let A be a function algebra on X (compact). We say A is a separating algebra on X if for each closed subset S of X and for each x G X\S there exists ƒ in A such that ƒ (x) = 0 and ƒ does not vanish on S. We say that A is essential on X if for each open subset U of X there is a continuous function ƒ £ A such that ƒ vanishes on X/U. Csordas and Reiter asked [2] if there exists a nonseparating, essential algebra A on a (connected) space X for which X is the maximal ideal space of A and also the Silov boundary of A. We give an example of such an algebra and simple examples of nonseparating algebras.

